
 

  

Colonel Frank Seely Academy 
Inspire ∙ Challenge ∙ Succeed 

 

A Level History 

Transition Work 



A2 History - Russia 1855- 1953 
Holiday transition work 
 
 
Introduction 
The vast scale of Russia created both problems and opportunities for the Tsars. 
For your studies of the Tsar Alexander II, Alexander III, Nicholas II, Lenin and Stalin, 
a knowledge of the shape of the Empire is absolutely essential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Your job is to produce your own fact file on the history of Russia up to from 1800 
to 1914.  
Task 1 
You will also need to complete a map showing the following. The Map needs to 
reflect Russia in 1914 not today. 
 

Cities Climatic Regions 

1 St. Petersburg Capital City. 9 Siberia (shade zone in blue) Arctic Climate. 
Prison camps based here. 

2 Yalta Summer residence of Tsar. 10 Steppes (shade zone in green) Tropical 
Climate. Most crops grown in these “Black 
Earth” regions. 

3 Moscow Mountain Ranges 

4 Baku 11 Ural Mountains Mountain range dividing the 
Empire into Eastern and Western zones. 

5 Tsaritsyn 12 Caucasus Mountains Mountain range 
dividing the Empire into Northern and Southern 
Zones. 

Major Industrial Cities. Water 

6 Vladivostok 13 Black Sea 

7 Archangel 14 Caspian Sea 

8 Port Arthur 15 River Volga 

Major ports. 16 River Lena 

 
Extension 
 



Task 2: Russia up to 1914 
Create the ultimate revision/information aid 
 

(a) Watch the YouTube clips below. It will give you the context and overview of 
the first half of the course. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9r_WXKto268&list=PLC5CE0BBB9AB8FF

AC&index=1 

 

The program is called Land of the Tsars and is an excellent overview of 

Russian history.) Watch it (it’s freely available on YouTube.) 

 

(b) Your task is to take notes whilst watching the Video. 

(c) Remember you are not trying to write everything down but being selective and 

picking what you think is the key information, dates or events. (Your notes 

should focus on the Romanov dynasty particularly the Last Tsar Nicholas.) 

(d) You must then convert your notes into an interesting revision guide. You could 

produce a podcast yourself, video, PowerPoint, Prezi etc. 

Remember be creative and make your revision aid interesting and unique. You 

will need to show these at the first lesson. Make a good first impression    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a good summer and see you in September 

Mr Fay 


