
What is Social Documentary?
Social Documentary is 

recording what the world looks 
like, with a social and/or 

environmental focus. It is a 
form of documentary 

photography, with the aim to 
draw the public's attention to 

ongoing social issues.

We are currently going through unprecedented 
times like never seen before in your lifetime .

We would like you to create a Photography project 
that depicts 'Life in Lockdown'. This could be day to 
day the things that you do/see, your routine, 
documenting the environment around you both at 
home and when out during your exercise time. It 
could feature the view from your window, your 
parents working from home, where you are 
completing your school work, how you are 
supporting the elderly or vulnerable in your family 
(from a distance!), people you see when you are 
away from home (e.g. passing people in the queue 
for the shops whilst you are out exercising, again 
from a distance!), your street showing support for 
key workers on a Thursday night, anything that you 
think is interesting and worth documenting at this 
time.

Whatever it is that you decide to 
document please ensure you do this safely 
and follow the government guidance and 

expectations during the Lockdown.
Tasks to complete for the project:
 Create a fact sheet about Social Documentary Photography that includes famous 

photographers, key information and example images (1 ppt slide or A3 piece of paper).
 Find 2 Social Documentary Photographers and create Mood board with fact sheets for 

each (1x PPT slides or 1x A3 sheet of paper per photographer). Choose 2 of their 
photographs to analyse in detail (1x PPT slide each or 1x A3 sheet of paper with two 
analysis)

 Take 150-200 photographs documenting 'Life in Lockdown’.
 Use a photo editing app on your phone (such as Snapseed) or photo editing website 

(such as pixlr.com) to enhance 40 of your photographs (colour, contrast, black and white 
etc. But try to keep your images as real as possible).

 Choose your best 4 edits and analyse in detail, discuss where the photograph was taken, 
what it is documenting, photographic techniques you used, editing software and 
techniques you used, why you think it is a good photograph etc.


